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COURSE DESCRIPTION

The Level III Chinese Language course is for qualified students to refine and further develop their language skills by speaking, listening to, reading, and writing Chinese.  Course objectives are geared towards communication, cultures, connections, comparisons, and communities.  The course expectations are designed to promote proficiency in the three communicative modes: interpersonal (speaking, listening, reading and writing skills), interpretive (listening and reading skills), and presentational (speaking and writing skills).  Chinese III class will be conducted almost exclusively in Chinese. Students are required to speak Chinese as much as possible in all situations. Assessments are regular and varied throughout the course.

Required course materials:

1 inch or larger 3-ring binder

3 X 5 index cards

1 composition book



Pens and pencils

There is no textbook.
Academic honesty: Academic integrity is a requirement for all work. Students who plagiarize or cheat will not be able to get letters of recommendation from me.  Any form of plagiarism (cheating, copying on quizzes, tests, homework, assignments, copying presentations from print or digital sources, using translation tools) will result in serious penalties as outlined in LMSA’s Honesty and Integrity Policy.  Penalties apply to all parties involved in plagiarism, including those who let other students copy their work:
1st occurrence: A score of 0 for the assignment and a report to administration

2nd occurrence: A score of 0 for the semester and a report to administration

3rd occurrence: Parent conference with administration about consequences

CLASSROOM  EXPECTATIONS

· Use Chinese whenever possible in class.  Ask permission before using English, and only use English in a way that helps the class.  
· Always enter the classroom prepared, respectful, and positive.  Always bring your supplies.
· Start the Do Now quietly and promptly when you enter.  This is part of your grade.

· Be at your seat when the music has ended (unless you are talking to me about something).  If you are tardy, you get a zero for the Do Now AND the quiz for that day.  If you are tardy for a test/exam, you do not receive additional time to finish.
· Listen when someone is teaching, presenting, asking a question, or answering a question.

· No eating in class. Put away food, headphones and mobile/music devices before you enter. 
· If you feel anxious, confused, or frustrated during class, stay after and talk to me. We will figure it out together. I am here to support you and make this a challenging but positive experience for you!
LATE WORK/ABSENCES/TARDINESS POLICIES

· Activities you miss during Chinese class are very difficult to make up.  I may not allow you to make up class work you have missed, regardless of whether your absence is excused.  Students can be excused for quizzes on days for which they have an excused absence, but they are responsible for IMMEDIATELY checking the website, finding out what they missed, doing the work, and being ready for quizzes or presentations on the day they return.

· Homework assignments are designed for meaningful practice that will help students be successful during the following class (for a Do Now, quiz, test, or classroom activity). Therefore, no late work is accepted. In the event of an excused absence, email the assignment, leave it in my mailbox, or hand in by next class.

· Documentation for excused absences must go to Mr. Woods.  Quizzes and Do Now assignments can be excused on days for which you have an excused absence, but assigned homework is NOT excused for any reason.  If there is no excused absence in IMPACT when I check it, the work is not excused.  
· Some assignments will be graded, others will not.  I decide which ones to grade and which ones go into the grade book.  You must do your best work on ALL assignments.  
· Occasionally, there are extra credit assignments available to students with a C or higher.  
I do not provide extra credit on request.
GRADES REFLECT PROFICIENCY
Your grade in Chinese reflects your proficiency.  Of course, your work ethic and the quality of your participation in class will affect your proficiency, and in turn, have an effect on your grade.  I encourage you to be diligent, consistent, well-prepared, and respectful in Chinese.

Your proficiency means what you are able to do in Chinese, using what you have learned.  I look at how accurately you pronounce Chinese, how well you understand Chinese when hearing or reading it, how well you can express yourself in Chinese when speaking and writing, and how well you can interact with someone in Chinese.  If you wish to improve your grade, you must improve your proficiency.  Every student has strengths and weaknesses in different areas, but one way to improve proficiency is to practice frequently, in class and after class, and make use of all resources available to you.  

Other than projects and presentations, I may not give a lot of homework, but you MUST review and practice what you have learned in each class in order to be prepared for the next class and any quizzes.

I highly recommend that you review all material covered AFTER class, and once again BEFORE the next class.  If you feel unsure about new material, carefully review your notes and any resources provided, and then see me for help.  When you come for tutoring, bring all your Chinese materials and come with a specific list of questions about where you need help.  

Quizzes can happen at any time, unannounced.  Quizzes can be in various forms, written or verbal, requiring you to write characters (if I tell you to master them), write pinyin and tone marks, or say something in Chinese.  Quizzes will be on any material we have covered, not just recent material.  If you practice, review, and practice all new and old material, you should be well-prepared for quizzes.

The components of your grade are:

	Listening Comprehension Assessments
	15%

	Speaking and Pronunciation Assessments
	15%

	Reading Comprehension Assessments
	15%

	Writing and Typing Assessments
	15%

	Culture 
	 10%

	Practice *will be notes in Gracebook according to skill.  Ex) L Practice Unit 1 #1 or a variation of that
	20%

	Final Exam
	10%


Classroom activities and written work are graded thus:

	Complete, neat, 100% accurate, shows preparation
	10 points out of 10 points

	Complete, few mistakes that do not obscure meaning
	7.5 points

	Partially complete or inaccurate
	5 points

	Less than half complete or highly inaccurate
	0 points


Other assignments will come with specific rubrics.

	Grade
	%
	Weight

	A
	90-100%
	5.0

	B
	80-89%
	4.0

	C
	70-79%
	3.0

	D
	60-69%
	1.0

	F
	0-59%
	0


Check your grades online.  If you believe there has been a mistake in your grades, email me at hayleyherford@gmail.com with the date and name of the assignment, but do not contact me via the Gradebook portal.  
Binder Organization

Tab One: 
Unit 1 packet, handouts, graded papers/work…etc.

Tab Two:  
Unit 2 packet, handouts, graded papers/work…etc.

Tab Three:  
Unit 3 packet, handouts, graded papers/work…etc.

Tab Four:  
Unit 4 packet, handouts, graded papers/work…etc.

Tab Five:  
Unit 5 packet, handouts, graded papers/work…etc.

Capture The Flag
1. Each unit, you will be givien a Chinese flag. You must bring it to class every day and keep it on your desk in plain sight.  If you lose or forget  it, you will lose participation points. 

2.  Goal: Keep your flag(s) until the end of the unit because that indicates that you have only spoken Chinese during the specified times in class.

3.  You can lose your flag if you speak to the teacher or a classmate in English during 中文 time. Any student hearing a classmate speaking in English should say in the target language "你说英文！ 给我国旗".

3. You will receive points based on how many flags you have captured (and minimum points for not losing your own).

What Confucius says about learning:
Let these principles be a guide to you at all times, especially in Chinese class:

One should learn from elders and teachers, and treat all human beings with respect. 
There is great joy in learning and using your knowledge in the right context.

Treat your education, your teacher, your peers, and your learning environment with respect.

Show respect for ritual, cultivate wisdom, be trustworthy, and strive to do the right thing in any situation. 
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What does this mean?

Only use Chinese in class.  Do not speak English unless you obtain permission in Chinese.  I may sometimes explain things in English, but you should always use Chinese.
Come prepared, with all your class materials AND any items you need in class, including paper, pens, binder, jackets, tissues, etc.

Follow classroom procedures and instructions.  Start the Do Now quietly and promptly on arrival in the classroom.  Do not eat in class.

When you are prepared and participate in a helpful way, you show respect for your own education, your teacher, the learning environment, and your peers.  When you do so, you are also helping others learn.
Do honest work.  When you copy or cheat, it shows a lack of respect for the learning process.  
Dear Student, 

Please sign below to indicate that you have read and understand the syllabus.  Please also have your parent or guardian read and sign this syllabus, tear off the section below, and return it to me during the next class.  Thank you.

Sincerely, 
EQ \* jc0 \* "Font:华文仿宋" \* hps18 \o(\s\up 17(hé),何)老师





Student name: ____________________________
A valid email address you check frequently (at least 3 times a week), where I can send you important information or about the class:

______________________________________________________________







Student signature:＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿







Date:　＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿

Dear Parents,

It is a great pleasure to have your child in my Chinese class.  It is important that you are involved and informed about expectations, successes, and problem areas while your child is in this class.  You will be able to keep track of your child’s grade online but please feel free to keep in touch should you have any questions.  Please read the above carefully, and sign your name below to let me know that you have read and understand this syllabus. Also, please provide contact information so I can stay in touch with you.  I will then email you with my contact info and any important information about the class and your child’s progress.  The best way to contact me is via email at hayleyherford@gmail.com.

I look forward to a great school year with you and your child!  Thank you.

Sincerely, 



Ms. Herford




Parent/guardian name: ____________________________


Parent/guardian signature:＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿

Phone #(s): _____________________________________

Email: __________________________________________

Date:　＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿
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